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“Delta Moon™ by Matthew Hasty
In Celebration of Delta FARM. s 1,000,000th Acre




FARMERS ADVOCATING RESOURCE MANAGEMENT
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DELTA EA.R.M.

[0th Anniversary

In the 1990's, a group of farm leaders in the Yazoo-Mississippi Delta began discussing the
need for an organization that could empower farmers to become more proactive in addressing
natural resource issues and environmental concerns. After consulting with more than 100
professionals who represented both agricultural and environmental interests from 21 private,
state and federal agencies, Delta F. A R.M. was established on October 10, 15998.

Landowners and farm operators began enrolling their farms into the program. Each one
agreed to participate in a private environmental assessment each year and use the assessment
to improve their personal environmental stewardship.

This would ultimately provide benefits for the entire region and provide information on voluntary
conservation in the region. The information would ultimately help the organization highlight the
positive things farmers are doing for the environment and surgically target areas that need
improvement. Targeting areas that need improvement further promoted Delta FAR.M.s
proactive philosophy and the idea that “the merits of one’s solution are almost always in direct
proximity to their distance from the problem.”

Delta F.A.R.M. has earned the trust of farmers in the Mississippi Delta and subsequently
eamed a key to the farm gate. Delta FA.R.M. has also earned the respect and confidence of
natural resource and regulatory agencies by making real and accountable environmental
improvements in the region. This places Delta F.A.R.M. in the enviable position of being an ally
of both the farmer and the environmental community.

Celta F.A.R.M. now celebrates the enrollment of one-million acres of land into the program
and 10-years of service to the landowners, farmers, allied Ag industry and the natural resources
of Morthwest Mississippi. Delta F.A.R.M. is proud to share this occasion with you and report that
we have, indeed, surpassed our original goals. But these goals and achievements could not
have been possible without the financial support of Delta F.A.R.M.'s sponsors and grantors and
the technical assistance and cooperation of many individuals, groups, and public agencies. And
more than anyone, Delta F.A.R.M. must thank the farmers and landowners of this region for
their participation and willingness to do the right thing for our environment and our industry.

DELTA F.A.R.M. Executive Committee
PO. Box 267 Stoneville, MS 38776 662-686-3370 www.deltafarm.net

2008 Chairman - Mike Sturdivant, Jr., Glendora

2008 Directors - Dan Branton, Leland - Nolen Canon, Tunica — Bobby Carson, Marks
Jimmie Dick Carter, Rolling Fork — Rob Coker, Yazoo City

Mattson Flowers, Clarksdale — W. A. Percy, Il, Greenville — Reese Pillow, Greenwood
Travis Satterfield, Benoit

DELTA FA.R.M. Partners

Careful by Nature — Delta Council — Delta Wildlife — MS Assoc. of Conservation Districts
MS Dept. of Ag and Commerce — MS Dept. of Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks

MS Dept. of Environmental Quality — MS Farm Bureau — MS Health Dept. — MS State Univ.
MNational Farm-A-Syst — U.S. Dept. of Agriculture ARS, FSA, NRCS

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency — YMD Joint Water Management District

DELTA FA.R.M. Sponsors
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Best Management Practices

Grass Flkter Strips resuce non-point source minoff
from agricultural fields and can be effectvely placed
an the kwer end on neady avery production &g field,
Tha grass buffer aps poliutants like sediment,
nulients and pesticides and prevents them fam
reashing wetands, lakes, and méens, Plant matedals
used Tar filber sirips vary, bul same can be extremely
beneficial to  widife, Inclucng guall, grassiand
sangbirds and buftedlies. Buffers as narrew as 30
can provide significant ervironmental tanefits.

Conservation Tillage & the practice of redusing
soil dsturbance in & field. Mo-3 I8 the most extramea
varation of this practice. All vadations prolect
crop  residue in the  Beld. Residue serves as
mulch 10 consensg waler and reduce weid pressure,
pressure thal would atherwise be treated with
peslicides. The crop residues alko acl as 8 soil
binding agent, reducing erashan patental. Scd fertlity
improves as a resull of added arganie matier and crap
residues, reducing the neead to use syntheSs fertilizer
ta improve producton

Water Contrel Structures ate simply plpes of
culvens fitted with one of many types of risers that
function to better contred water leaving a field At a
ménimum, waber drainage is slowed, allowing for
sedments, phosphones, pesticides and organic matber
fo fall ouf in the field before being corveyed ina
adpacent walars, Waber conlred structure may alss be
uzed 1o slop drainage and impaund waber during pamns
of the year. This practice can be used to consarve
waler, control weeds without pestcides, and peovide
walerfowd habitat.

Riparian Forest Buffers ame strips of tfrees and/fof
shrubs that are established o0 the pardameter of a
feld,  When forest buffers are establizhed on the
lowar end ofa feld, it reduces agriculiural ralated
non-peint source wnolf and provide shadng for
agquatic grganisms. Regardiess of position in the field,
forest buffers peovide quality wildiife habitat for many
species. They also can be used as wildide coridors to
link Larger wooded habiats to benefit species.

Environmental Stewardship

ACE PILOT

— = — PROGRAM

Appicators Lonservirng the Envinoryrent

The A.C.E. Pilot Program of Applicatess Censefving
the Efvironment is & program administesed by Delia
FARM. in canjeaction with the Mississippi
Depaftment af Agicultie and Commarce, The
FProgram Incentvizes aerial apphcalons to become
bettar environmental stewarsgs and encourages piots
to take additicnal voluntarny steps to further raduce the
podential for pesticide dift.  Pilols submit o an annual
evaluaBon. Top pilots receive an award that includes
& sign, media recopnition and & cash prize for their
yoluntary effarts 10 conserve our enviianment,  The
pregram is spansared by Monsanio, Syngenla,
Cropiife Amenca and Delta FARM.

The Dela FAR .M. Program Manual provides a
omne-glop-gource  for Hest Management Fractices
(EMP) Infarmaton and reguiaiors laws that are
refevant to producers in the reglon.  Over fifty BMPa
are included, each identifying technical rescurcas and
pofential cost-shating oppodunities.  Information on
regulalory baws like FIFRA, FACT ACT, Messissippi
Pesticide Apphcation Act and the Federal Endangered
Species Acst are lisled Even an Emeigency
Resporse Plan 1o address ol and chemécal spills s
included. The complaton of this malenal serves as
the faundatien of Delta F.ARM. &8 devaloped by 21
private, state and federal natural resowrce and
regulatory agencies. Each member of Defta FARM.
recoives @ copy when they join and a new copy when
the document is pedodically updaied

The Dela F.AR.N. Envirenmental Stewardship
Report provides an annueal summarny of the valuniany
consersatioh  efforls  of the  sigamzation’s
membarship. This I8 developed through an  annual
anvironmental evaluation conducted by &l Della
F.A R M. membams. The evaluation quanifies the use
of 51 Best Management Practices listed in the
FProgram Manual, This enables the arganizaion o
frack and publicize the positwe things faimers are
daing Tor the envirsnment and (dentifies areas wheare
impecvements can be made on the fam.

The Dalta Steward = a guamedy newsletter
published by Delta FARM. fo keap its membership
infpernad on  conservabon, envimonmental, natural
resgurce and regulatory issues. |t is ancther timely
methed of providing up-to-daie mfgmmaton to the
piodicers and alked a9 interests in the region. The
publication serves a8 a supplement ta the Pragram
Manual and works i conjenction with current news
Fzted on the arganizabon's websile,

“Delta Moon”

Commissioned by Syngenta

Syngenta is & world -leading agnbusiness committed to sustainable agriculture thieugh innovative
regearch and technolegy, The company works to develop and promole programs, like Delta FAR M,
that focus on several key areas: seil conservation, soil health, water protection and bicdirersity
enhancement. Syngenta has been a proud partner of Delta FARM. since its inception, because we
understand the impordance of natural resource management for the future of farming,

‘Delta Maon™ by Matthew Hasly was commessioned by Syngenta o celebrate the enrollment of
1,000,000 acres inte the Delta F.ARM. Program in enly 10-vears of sendce, The work is an
agricultural landscape from the Mississippi Delta region and illustrates the balance between nature
and agricultural preduction. The arginal 307 x 407 ail on canvas hangs at the Syngenta headguarters
in Greensbore, NC. There are only 10 canvas reproductions and 1000 of these posters in circulation,

Mo more will be printed. To ses mors

Matthew  Hasty works, wisit his website at

werwy maithewhasty com,. The Brick Gallery in Clarksdale, M3 worked with the artist and managed the
praject, Wisit The Brick Gallery al waww thebrickgalleny com,

Regional Water Quality

Bee Lake Watershed Restoration Project
has become the model for waler guality
improvemant projects in southern agricutiural
watershed akes, TMOLs for sediment, nulrients,
prganic enrichment and legacy pesticdes ware
diwdaped for the lake The pooject address each of
these ernviconmental impairmants wilh e most
slgreficant impacts being measured by a 67%
reduction n sediment and nulrent Baading
Landowners and farm operators embraced the
project and may now lay full claim wpon the
results of the project due to their rele in
impiemaenting mone than 120 now BMPs in the
watershed

L

Mutrient Management has been a major
imsue in the MidWest for years  Howeser,
praducers i Lower Mississippl valay are  just
micw Caginning to reakze that they oo must bagin
lcoking for ways fo reduce nuirient Eoading
Delta FARM has baegun to work with
landowners and farmers to identify ways fo
reduce the amount of nitregen and phosphons
leavding our region,  Mew BMPs, fechnolagies,
and indormatian are  being developed and
dessimilated as rapidy as pessible. New projects
and costsharng peograms are  alse  being
developad.

Sileale Bayou Waterahed Restoration
Project ts the final phase of & larger propect that
will hopefully peodwece the region's  first
benchmark straam for water quality in the Yazoo-
Mississippi Aluvial Valley, Mearly avery inbel inte
the stream has been surveyed and addressed
threugh the installation of engneered Best
Managemenl Prachoes, The end resull 5 a
sbieam wheda all waber is reated by sSame type of
BMF before it enters the systern.  Frefminany
moniteding dala swuggest that the siream has
responded wall to the BMPs and it is hopeful that
the overal project can serve as a madel for
stream water quality improvemants in agrcuitural
landscapos.

Naxious Aquatic Weeds represent the mew and
greatest threal bo waler guality  in lhe region,
DCelta F.A R M. has bean invabved i develaping a
noxlous agquats task force o address the
problam.  Plants such as Alligator Weed, Watar
Hyacinth, Bumr Marigold, and Paennywort ana
choking drinage systems, reducing DO lewvels,
and inhibiing recreation, The reduction in DO
levels creates new challenges in obbaining
THMDLS for D2 im the region.  Furthermone, #
significantly reduces Sshedes production and
sustainablity.
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