THE BEE LAKE WATERSHED IMPLEMENTATION-RROJECT

The Mission
A Joint Project of the Beg Lake Walershed Implementation Team enkencea, s umieteeh 1oCaie whNI the wakerahed b dkressin it Llemiic paral ond Wil rescurce conter

ogetation dovelopment arou | Fishesies
m Lak accuss. In order 10 aceoenplish the goals of the project, each concern must be carstully addressed 1o
reduce associxied impacts 1o the watershed

m\ﬂ!d“uh
rologic evidence indicates that Bee Lake may have been creatod by the Ohso River, bul popalar betief holds that
mmumumum\mﬂm The watershexd I8 appeciimatoly 11,870 scres in sizs, and is lecated in the Mississippi
!IWHMlmlnldlnutmmﬁﬂutwﬂ_llym Native vegetation in the watorshed
|

is bottomiand
hardwood forest consisting of cak, gum, cobicawocod, and cypeess. The topography of the watershed |s rolativaly Fat. with only
& 25foct alevation diffetence batween the highest point (northeast watershed) and the lowest point [north central watorshed).

Primary inflow to Bes Lok is thiough nearty Tehula Lake and cuflow b thiough canals 1o the Yazes River and an sddeional
canal to lower Tchula Lake, near its confluence with the Yazoo River. Boe Lake also recetves inflow from field drains and
Impecved ditches from within the watershed. Bee Lake |s a major scurce of (rigaticn wates for kocal farmees. in 1993, Land use in
o watershod was peimarily agricultural with 51% of the watershod used for crop production. Ancther 14% was used s
pasture, Cotton is the major crop in the waleeshed and other cultivated crops Include scybeans, rice, sorghum, wintes whoat,
semall Graing, carn, and sunflowers.

The watershed is situated 31op the Mississippl Alluvial Aquifer and drinking water s primarify cbtained thiough privatety owned
mw.uuwurmmmmmnmhm uanities of Lakeland, Maryland, Gum Grove,

Bonanza, Lithe Bonanza. Stonewall, Quofaloma, Jenkins. and Pluto are all in the Bes Lake watorshed and .Iﬁnn-dmnlﬂpll

Trve within tho watsrshed boundary nu’m

wqmw-pfmmmmimpm [Polyodon spathula) is present
fishing and the high demand for caviar. Game fish such as white
(Pomanis annulasis), Hldu:rmpl'[P nigromaculatus), hl_ll‘l [Llnnml- macrochirus), redear (L microlophus), and
u-ch bass [Micropioris speciss| are sbundant in the watershed.
Best Management Practices (BMP)
nwtmmmlum L F activity, Mumlmm twwwourmwwm Te
propardy address the WIT pricrity mlﬁﬂlnhﬂn ‘watershed, a suite of BMP's will b insf

1) Sedementabon

Waterways (+/-15 acres)
ST Grass Hedges [+/-20 sites)

Improvemant [+/-2 miles)

) Wair Construction

A row wedr will allow Bee Laks 1o sicie at jeast 7,000 screfleet of wates for recreational fishing and surface water irmigation,
Currontly. the lako provides water for 1520 petmified surfsce water usors and would peovidi amphe water o peimit sdditional
sers in the future. Furthermore, the weir would maintain an average depth of 7.1 feat throughout the lake, maximizing fisheries
patential

mﬂcw
Weed (Alernanthers philaxercides) and Coon-2ail [Cerstophyllum demersum) have bien collected in Bee Lake. The
WIT has decided the best ent practice fo control Alligator Weed In Boe Lake is fo use e Alligator Weod Flea Boetie
lﬂmm m'wrmmmumucw Through the implemantation of the BMP, Boe Lake should seo an
accessible water scies, Improved safety, o more diverse fish habitat, and highes sesthotic value.
4) Duganic Enrichmant
Impairments listed in the1998 Mississippl J04d) list for Bee Lake moluded nutrients and n:o-m: enrichment. It ks possibie that
A Sy A Mt

1o determing if in
I8 & problem. ar-mhulymnmtwmnmmawunmuw-- e issues in an
and updated version of the Bee Lake Watorshed implementation Plan.

Future
With Bee Lake's sesthotic value, popularity among fishermen, and Ik proximity to Yazoo CRy and Jackson, Tuture
of lakg-feont mmnwnmmwumvqum natual boauty, and property values, By establiahing
covonants of building codes around Bee ‘watnr quality, natural baauty, and property values can be presarved of improved.
h
and bass in Bee Lake are believed to be well below bevels that were prosent in the 1030°s and 1960's. um
ﬂl\!llﬁ(lflIIMM!MW&MMIHWW!NMDMWMM(M imantatice, roduce turl
sustain lake kevels, roduce noxious aquatic weeds, and improve water quality in general. Through mlu—lllmb shot
restrictians. habital medification, water quality improvemants and athar maans. the fishery at Bee Lake can ba o
sustain curment and future fishery demancs, with 3 poasibie reatoration of the sunfish and bass f

7) Lake Access

During pesik fishing periods at Boe Lake (February, March, snd April). thers are not sncugh boat ramps 1o service the nesds of
the public. There are anly two public boat ramps (both foe based). At least one additional public boat ramp with adequate.
parking is needed to service the public during peak fishing pericds. A public fishing péer would also be

pulsnes
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